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ing an occupation for faculties that clamour to be used so
many and so great services to a physically enfeebled genera-
tion, that the human race, weary of exertion, sceptical of tra-
dition, dulled and exhausted by uninteresting toil, and
eager for amusement, sets here its affections and gives here
its loyalty and reverence.

Stronger than all the other adversaries in the path of
William Booth when he arrived in London was this spirit
of physical science, then beginning to diffuse itself over
the nation. And as we shall presently find, it was a spirit
whose value he failed to see and whose clanger he rather
despised than attacked. Not greatly concerned with
Nature, and perhaps even less with literature and art,
William Booth resolutely turned his back upon science, and,
like St. Paul, determined to know nothing but Christ, and
Him crucified. He came to London with the Bible, and
from .London he carried that Bible throughout the world,

If any man is tempted on this account to regard him
only as a narrow and an intolerant Hebraist, let it be
remembered that with no mean courage and after no
inglorious battle did he keep his Bible in the streets of
London and carry it to a world-wide victory.

He arrived in London as a seeker of work, the son of
a poor and struggling mother in the provinces, with no
influence, with no money, and with no friends. And at
the very outset of this new adventure in his wayfaring he
was met by one of those tragic disappointments of faith
and affection which deject the courage of the bravest and
embitter the feelings of the kindest.

In the notes made for his autobiography he set down
under the title of " London ** the one word " Loneliness!"
This word stood for infinitely more than that sensation
of solitude and depression which overwhelms a man in
coming for the first time under the cold skies and into the
unfriendly roar of a vast city utterly indifferent to his
existence. It stood, too, for something even more than
what he calls " that sickening impression " produced in the
mind of " a young enthusiast for Christ" by the manifest
iniquities and thousandfold degradations of a godless
multitude. It stood for tragedy and bitter grief.